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Dear Members of the Education Committee: 
 
As an independent educational diagnostician specializing in the identification and remediation of reading 
disorders, and a higher-education faculty member charged with preparing special educators in the areas 
of assessment and literacy, I appreciate the depth and breadth of Raised Bill No. 5350 and am writing 
today to share my support for this critically important piece of proposed legislation. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to encourage the Committee to consider the literacy needs of those 
children for whom general education interventions, even of an intensive Tier III magnitude, are not 
sufficient.  Too often, children with identified disabilities that impact their reading profiles (e.g. students 
with Specific Learning Disabilities, students with attention disorders, students with Autism Spectrum 
Disorders, students with Intellectual Disabilities) are not provided with adequately intensive special 
education remedial reading interventions.  For these students, remediation cannot be provided in the 
general education context – their literacy gaps are too great and require dedicated instruction, not 
accommodations or modifications.   
 
The provision of such intensive instruction requires an instructional context that is more intensive than 
that of Tier III: namely, a homogenous group size of no larger than 1:2 and daily instruction.  Sadly, it has 
more often than not been my experience that children with disabilities, even those with Dyslexia, receive 
less targeted and less intensive reading intervention support than Tier III general education students.    
 
Special educators charged with remediating students’ reading profiles need to have access to dedicated 
remedial intervention rooms, access to literacy coaching supports, and caseloads that permit them to 
deliver appropriately intensive instruction in a thoughtful, articulated manner.  Likewise, students’ 
schedules must be adjusted to permit the remediation of their literacy profiles without negatively 
impacting their good standing in content areas or the social fabric of the classroom.  
 
 I do hope that the Education Committee will add language to Raised Bill No. 5350 that helps to ensure 
that students with disabilities are afforded the opportunity to receive adequately intensive, 
individualized, scientifically-based reading interventions in the context of pull-out special education 
settings with adequately supported special education interventionists. 
 
I thank you for your commitment to supporting the diverse literacy needs of Connecticut’s children. 
 
Sincere regards- 
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